
 

 

2015ñ What a great year it was!!!  

East Cleveland Township Cemetery Foundation April, 2016 

The Legacy 

 It was another exciting year at the cemetery.  We have been forward looking this past year in 

addition to the care and maintenance of the chapel and cemetery grounds.  We continue to utilize 

Apartment Services for lawn mowing which continues to leave us time to focus on other tasks. 

 The Board is focused on the future and making certain the funds are available to continue to 

maintain the cemetery.  Over the past year we have had initial conversations with a cemetery planner 

and are working on raising the funds to implement a plan that will provide revenue for the cemetery 

well into the future with the sale of cremation niches.  We are in the process of identifying open land 

where columbariums can be placed that will hold 

potentially 20 to 30 niches.  We will share more 

information on this as it becomes available and 

plans are finalized. 

 The picture to the right shows the four of us 

that are at the cemetery each Sundayðfrom right to 

left:  Wayne Rhine, Amy Rhine, Nancy Adams and 

Dave Adams.  If you stop out on a Sunday please 

stop by and introduce yourselves.  

 Springtime is back at the cemetery and the 

daffodils are in full bloom and we are looking 

forward to another fun filled and productive year.  

 We canôt thank each of you enough for your 

on-going support and words of encouragement.  

Each time we see flowers on a grave where we have 

not seen them before or a wreath at the holidaysðit 

brings us so much happiness to know that you are coming to visit!!   

 

Thank you again! 

 

Regards ~  Nancy Adams 
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One of the projects that is always on our minds is trying to right the headstones that have sunk 

due to the sandy soil and is to repair some of the very hold stones that have broken apart.  We 

got back to that project this past year and it is so nice to see these very old headstones that have 

taken a beating due to the weather and just age be put back as much as possible to their original 

form. 

 

The first two pictures below document one such marker that the face had literally cracked and 

fallen off.  The two parts were put back together using an epoxy glue.  Wayne Rhine has been 

initiating the talent of putting these headstones back together again.   

 

The bottom picture documents where this small marker for a baby separated from its base and 

the metal rods needed to be put back in the base to support the small marker on top and then us-

ing the epoxy glue again to attach the headstone and base.   

Headstone Repairs 
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Its many of the headstones for babies that were small and made of sandstone that have become 

separated from their bases.  The picture below is a marker that we brought the base back above 

ground and Wayne Rhine was able to put it back together again. 

Headstone Repairs 

 

When we talk about bringing the base of these markers back above ground we literally mean 

they have sunk in the sandy soil sometimes a foot or more.  Some of these bases can weigh in 

excess of 50 pounds depending on their size. 
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 Due to the time period in which some of our permanent residents passed away there are 

many who do not have headstones.  Family members have asked us over the years if we can as-

sist with helping obtain a headstone for an unmarked grave and we would refer to various local 

monument companies.   

 After some research the Foundation has now contracted a monument vendor and can  

help you design a marker for your family member, select the type of granite you would like to 

utilize for the headstone and customize the message you want that headstone to reflect. 

 Nancy Adams one of our Trustees had been wanting to get a marker for her 1st cousin 

twice removed who passed away in 1913 at the age of 4.  It wasnôt uncommon for childrenôs 

graves to be unmarked.  Using our new design process, she designed the marker that is now go-

ing to mark this cousinôs unmarked grave. 

 Do you have a family member(s) that needs a headstone?  Let us help you design the 

headstone.  Call us to schedule an appointment at 216.536.7432. 

Helping with Unmarked Graves 
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 Each year on the Saturday before Memorial Day we place flags on each of the veteran 

graves in the cemetery.   The Boy Scouts come to help along with other members of the com-

munity.  Part of the tradition we established for this day is lowering the flag that has flown at 

the entrance of the cemetery during the previous year and replacing that flag.  It is a great op-

portunity for new Scouts to learn the proper way to fold and retire a flag and to raise the new 

one.   

Memorial Day 
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Memorial DayñContinued 

The Scouts are learning about our and why it is important to fly our flag proudly which is why 

after being flown all year long it is important to replace it with a fresh flag to reflect our pride 

in our country. 

 

Flags that can no longer be repaired or used, must be destroyed in a dignified manner, such as 

burning.  The Foundation follows this protocol for both the flag that we fly on the flag pole as 

well as the small flags we place on each of the Veteran graves each Memorial Day. 

 


